Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BONN 11076 05 1347Z 
ACTION COME-OO 
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P R 051330Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9561 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY HE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION GENEVA 
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SUBJECT: GERMAN ACION ON ORIGIN RULES 

REF: STATE 152451 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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1 . ACCORDING TO ECONMIN CUSOMS POLICY OFFICIAL, 

THE FRG HAS IGHTENED UP ITS PROCEDURES FOR ISSUING 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN FOR GERMAN EXPORTS TO EFTA 
COUNTRIES. THIS ACTION WAS TAKEN AFER HE SWISS 
AND AUSTRIANS IN PARTICULAR COMPLAINED THA A GREA 
NUMBER OF GERMAN CERTIFICATES WERE BEING ISSUED FOR 
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EXPORTS WHICH DID NOT MEET HE RULES OF ORIGIN REQUIRE- 
MENS. ARTICLE CITED REFTEL SEEMS TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY 
ACCURATE IN REFLECTING SWISS AND AUSTRIAN THREATS TO 
TAKE SOME FORM OF REMEDIAL ACION IF HE FRG PROCEDURES 
ARE NOT TIGHTENED UP. 

2. ECONMIN OFFICIAL STRESSED THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO 
CHANGE IN GERMAN POLICY ON ENTRY OF GOODS FROM EFTA 
COUNTRIES. 

3. ISRAELIS HED PRESS CONFERENCE ON 29 JUNE TO EXPLAIN 
POSITION VIS-A-VIS NEW EC-EFTA FREE TRADE ZONE. I WAS 
ISRAELI VIEW HAT ISRAEL WOULD BECOME "TURNTABLE" IN 
TRADE BETWEEN U.S. AND EC/EFTA. GIVEN CONTINUED PRE- 
FERENIAL STAUS OF ISRAELITRADE WITH FRG, ISRAEL WOULD 
IMPOR SEMI-FINISHED GOODS FROM EC/EFA VIA GERMANY, 
THEN EXPORT FINISHED IRODUCTS TO U.S. ISRAEL WOUD 
ALSO EXPECT 0 PLAY ROLE IN ASSISING U.S. IMPORTS INO 
EUROPE, PROBABLY THROUGH ISRAEL-BASED SUBSIDIARIES OF 
AMERICAN CONCERNS. 

STOESSEL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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